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19.—Percentage Distribution of Male and Female Wage-Earners, by Range of Hours Worked,
Week Ended Oct. 31, 1955
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Section 4.—Wage Rates, Hours of Labour and Other
Working Conditions

Statistics on occupational wage rates by industry and region or city, and standard
weekly hours of labour are compiled by the federal Department of Labour and published
in the annual report Wage Rates and Hours of Labour. The statistics published are
based on an annual survey covering some 13,500 establishments in most industries and
apply to the last normal pay period preceding Oct. 1.

Average wage rates of time workers and average straight-time earnings of piece workers
and other incentive workers in a given occupation are shown separately but are combined
in the calculation of index numbers. Predominant ranges of rates for each occupation used
are also given. Overtime pay is excluded.

The industry index numbers measure changes in wage rates for non-office employees
below the rank of foreman. They do not, however, provide a basis for comparing the
level of wages in one industry with that in another. More detailed information on concepts
and methods of developing these statistics is given in the annual report.

20.—Index Numbers of Average Wage Rates for Certain Main Industrial Groups, 1948-57
(1949=100)

ore.—Indexes for the years prior to 1949 are conversions of the previous series on the 1939 base. Indexes
back to 1901 may be obtained from the Department of Labour publication Wage Rates and Hcours of Labour 1957.
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